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Executive Summary

The Chinese Think Tanks Influence Report (hereinafter referred to as the Report) is
the result of collaborative innovation of the Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences and
Chengdu Library and Information Center, Chinese Academy of Sciences. This year is
the fourth year that the "Report" is released nationwide. Over the past four years, the
political and economic climates of the world have undergone major changes, and the
uncertainty in the development of world economy has intensified. As the
"locomotive" of the global economic recovery, China is particularly in need of the
strong support that the think tanks can offer. Produced by one of the very few teams in
China that specializes in studying think tanks, this original report is filled with our
passion. We hope that the constructive and interesting findings will provide certain
insights for the think tanks, where the invaluable knowledge can truly benefit the
policy makers as well.

This year's "Report" is composed of four aspects. The main findings are as follows:

I Based on the think tanks, evaluated and examined the structural
changes of the new types of think tanks featuring Chinese

characteristics.

Rooted in the hierarchical model of the influence analysis for the new types of think
tanks featuring Chinese characteristics, we examined the think tanks in mainland
China, Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, by applying the evaluation model combining
subjective and objective data. The objective data of the evaluation was sourced from
the “China Think Tank Research Big Data Platform” that we established in 2014.

From a total of five perspectives being decision-making, professionalism, public
opinion, social influence and international influence, the Report evaluated
national-level think tanks, local think tanks, university think tanks, social think tanks,
and think tanks from Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. This year's Report examined
the influence of 480 think tanks, where the number of think tanks involved has
increased compared to previous years. The top 10 Chinese think tanks in terms of
comprehensive influence in 2017 are: Chinese Academy of Sciences, Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, Development Research Center of the State Council,
Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Party School of the Central Committee of
C.P.C, Chinese Academy of Engineering, Policy Research Office of the CPC Central



Committee, Peking University National School of Development, Center for China &
Globalization, Research Office of the State Council.

While working on the ranking, we extracted the structural characteristics of the
Chinese think tanks in 2017: from 2014 to 2017, China's high-quality think tanks
continued to concentrate in four national urban agglomerations, namely, the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei urban agglomeration, the Yangtze River Delta urban
agglomeration, the Pearl River Delta wurban agglomeration, and the
Chengdu-Chongqing urban agglomeration. Notably in 2017, the think tanks'
“Northward” growth momentum has stagnated and even fallen back, where the focus
has shifted to the Pearl River Delta urban agglomeration and Chengdu-Chongqing
urban agglomeration. The progressive relationship of the four types of think tanks can
be described as “national-level think tanks > university think tanks > social think
tanks > local think tanks”, which is consistent with that of the 2016 year. However in
2017, professional influence is no longer the biggest shortcoming of the think tanks,
instead, it is the social influence. Moreover, the think tank's preference for conference
lectures has gradually solidified. The proportional structure of international and
domestic conferences remained at 1:2, where the peak periods of international and

domestic conferences both occurred in November.

II Analyzed the performance of think tanks in hotspot topics and

major events, obtained the behavioral information of think tanks.

We have analyzed both high-contribution authors and high-contribution think tanks on
hot topics. In addition, we discussed the hidden behavioral choices by studying think
tank memorabilia.

The top 10 hotspot topics in 2017 include “Big Data”, “Internet +”, “New Media” and
“The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC)”. The
involvement of think tanks in hot topics has gradually extended to the operational
level. The landing, internationalization and focus of the topics are also becoming
clearer. This year, we conducted case studies on 10 hotspot think tanks such as the
Development Research Center of the State Council, the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, and the Party School of the Central Committee of C.P.C. Typical
characteristics of these think tanks include the expertise in strengths consolidation,
being hotspot-focused, and collaboration of teamwork.

By observing the behaviors of think tanks, we found that the number of active think
tanks has increased in 2017, where the think tank alliance has become the protagonist

of events, and the scale of media think tanks has enlarged. From the perspective of



event activities, think tanks paid relatively more attention to world issues and regional
cooperation, and the activities were carried out around the central and local hotspots.
As to enhancing their influences, think tanks preferred continuous and important

meetings, and gathered multiple forces to promote public diplomacy.

III Examined different types of think tanks from the perspective of
labor divnisioning, and confirmed the necessity of categorized

construction of think tanks.

Since 2015, the division of labor with Chinese think tanks has presented three
characteristics, being “+”, “-” and “x”, forming a parallel pattern in value chain and
industrial chain. The labor divisioning strategy depended on the type of think tank and
its situation. Hence, we conducted categorized research on media think tanks, the
international relations think tanks and the social think tanks.

First of all, we focused on the four benchmark media think tanks, namely, Yicai
Media Group, the Center for Think Tank Research and Publishing at Guangming
Daily, Cover Institute and Zijin Media Think Tank. The profound influence these four
think tanks had were supported by three struts, including the ability to achieve rapid
development via the authoritative mainstream media, the ability to take advantage of
multiple channels and develop high-volume users, and the ability to warrant high
quality via professional operation talents. It is worth noting that the benchmark media
think tanks had no unification, while the characteristics of differentiated development
were also obvious.

Secondly, we conducted pioneering analysis on the international relations think tanks.
Sampling from a total of 65 international relations think tanks, we managed to grasp
the overall state of the international relations think tanks in terms of quantity, space,
structure and activities. The basic characteristics of such think tanks include high
internationalization, specialization-oriented instead of size-oriented, the persistence in
strategic and forward-looking, and the emphasis on the transformation and
dissemination of research results. There are four pathways through which to reform
the current international relations think tanks: to apply targeted diagnose and
remediation, to support and raise up multi-skills high-end talents, to enhance the
social function of think tanks, and to develop and support high-quality think tanks.

In addition, in response to the social think tank policy introduced by the state
goverment in 2017, we made some considerations from a top-down planning
perspective. In 2017, the social think tanks development demonstrated five

characteristics: the strength of high quality think tanks has been further advanced, the



focus on the exploration of featured topics, pattern polarization of think tanks, orderly
extension of double-track diplomacy, boosting both leading ability and driving ability.

Gradually, social think tanks would turn from “savage growth” to “orderly growth".

IV~ Based on the existing problems in the construction of think

tanks, proposed the categorized construction approach

At present, China's think tank construction were challenged with both common and
particular issues, such as “more demand for categorized problem solving”, “focus on
influence rather than branding”, “filling in the blanks' and ‘activation' of talent pool”,
and “industrialization lacking big market and big production”, etc.

We believe that the development of China's think tanks should focus on five key
points: Firstly, we must be alert as to the negative impact of "external reflections" and
to promote a thorough understanding of the Chinese way. Secondly, working with
attitudes should be avoided. Experts' opinions should be based on solid theory and
rigorous logic. Thirdly, the role of the market in the field of think tanks should be
positioned in a moderate level, not in a decisive level. Fourthly, think tanks are to be
internationalized rather than Americanized. American standards should not be applied
as international standards, nor can Western developed countries' standards be regarded
as better standards than that of the developing countries. Lastly, to enhance the
influence via branding is important.

In this regard, we propose five categorized construction suggestions, namely, "to
establish needle-point-like awareness, present opinions accurately and forcefully”, "to
build first-class think tanks with the craftsmanship spirit of a longevous enterprise",
"to implement a new talent policy, raise up an elite team", "to ramp up market
capacity and improve operational efficiency" and "do not blindly internationalize, but

to adopt multi-pathway integration".
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